
   

 

October 2021 
 
 
Dear FOWRF Member 
 
RE: FRIENDS OF WARRINGAH RUGBY FOUNDATION – 2021 ANNUAL 
NEWSLETTER 
 
I am writing to you to update you on the progress of the Friends of Warringah Rugby 
Foundation (“FOWRF”) for the 2021 year. Before I do this, I would like to thank you for your 
membership of the FOWRF. Your membership of the FOWRF is highly valued and your 
annual financial contribution helps contribute to the ongoing success of the Rats.  
 
It is pretty obvious to say that both 2020 and 2021 have been very difficult years for community 
sports clubs like the Rats. The financial support provided by the FOWRF to WRC helps assist 
with the financial stability of the club and is greatly appreciated. 
 
Friends of Warringah Rugby Foundation Limited 
 
As you are aware, the FOWRF was reformed in mid-2010. As of October 2021, we have over 50 
contributors (the names of each of the FOWRF contributors can be found on the FOWRF 
website – www.friendsofwarringah.com) and in the last eleven years we have raised over 
$600,000. As a reminder: 
 

 The assets of the FOWRF are kept separate from those of the WRC; 
 The decision as to the expenditure of the contributions is made independently by the 

FOWRF Committee and, 
 All FOWRF members are welcome to review the financial records, attend any 

Committee meetings or provide any input or suggestions for future projects or 
fundraising activities. 

 
The Friends of Warringah Rugby Foundation Limited ACN 119 353 650 (the “Foundation”)  
is established as a fundraising partner of the Australian Sports Foundation (“ASF”).  
 
The Foundation is registered with and conducted under the charter of the ASF. The ASF was 
established by the Australian Government to raise funds through public and corporate 
donations for the development of sport in Australia. The ASF’s listing in the Income Tax 
Assessment Act (1977) means donations of $2 or more are tax deductible. Registration with the 
ASF allows donations to the ASF in support of the Foundation to attract tax deduction. 
 
What has your FOWRF membership contributed in 2021? 
 
The major expenditure for 2021 has been as follows: 
 

 Sponsored the Rats 7s program for 2021; 
 Contributed to the cost of game day video services for use by the Coaches and players; 
 Funded Rats First Grade front rower, Sam Needs, to provide specialised coaching 

sessions throughout the season for our Junior Clubs and Warringah Representative 
sides. Unfortunately, this program was curtailed due to COVID-19 but it is our 
intention to re-commence in 2022; 



   

 

 Purchased training equipment i.e. rugby balls, training bibs, agility poles and lineout 
lifting supports etc for use by the trainers and players; 

 Contributed to the upgrade and maintenance of the Rats gym; 
 Made a financial contribution to the upgrade of the WRC website; 
 In March 2021, we held the annual Dinner with First Grade at Lucky and Peps; 
 Funded the Warringah Junior representative teams to undergo the Sandhill Warriors 

training at Palm Beach; and 
 Financial assistance to relocate some of the interstate players. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
It is our continued intention to prioritise our projects in accordance with what we see as 
providing the most benefit to WRC across the spectrum from Schools to Juniors to Colts to 
Grade. We will be happy to receive your suggestions for consideration. 
 



   

 

 
 
2021 FOWRF Player of the Year 
 
This year the Shute Shield was cancelled after nine rounds. Therefore, it was decided not to 
vote on a FOWRF Player of the Year for 2021. 
 
The Tony “Slaggy” Miller Lunch   
 
In 2021, the FOWRF were a driving force behind the very successful Tony “Slaggy” Miller 
Lunch held on Friday 4 June 2021 at Miramare Gardens. 
 
Two rival clubs came together to celebrate 50 years of the “Battle of the Beaches” with over 770 
people in attendance. It was a great day.  Thank you to everyone who attended.  
 

 
 

 



   

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
It is our intention to have the FOWRF Community Lunch in 2022. 
 
Unfortunately, we were unable to proceed with the annual FOWRF dinner in 2021 due to the 
COVID restrictions. Obviously, we are hopeful of having this dinner in 2022. 
 
Friends of Gordon 
 
In 2021, the FOWRF were invited to the Friends of Gordon marquee at Chatswood Oval. 
 

 
     



   

 

What a great day!!! Fantastic company, a three course meal with beverages and an awesome 
game of rugby that was decided after the final bell. The FOGS have set the bar very high and a 
big thank you to Graeme Hearl and Peter Sherwood for the invitation. A terrific day and a 
continuation of the on-going relationship between the FOGS and the FOWRF. 
 

 
 
VALE – Col Crawford 
 
IT was with sadness that during 2021 the Friends of Warringah Rugby Foundation lost one of 
greatest Rats club men ever…Col Crawford. Col was a warm, generous man who loved his 
Saturday afternoons at Rat Park cheering on the mighty Rats. His contribution to the Rats was 
immense and he will be very much missed. 
 

 
 

Col Crawford and Ian “The Judge” Worrall at Rat Park. 
 
FOWRF Box at Rat Park 
 
As you are probably aware, the FOWRF have a corporate box at Rat Park which you are able to 
utilise. It is envisaged that this will continue for season 2022. The FOWRF box proven to be 
very popular with FOWRF members and their guests. 
 
New Members 
 
Season 2022 is a very important year for the Rats as the Club looks to continue to build on the 
recent successes. It would be great if we could continue to expand the FOWRF membership 
further. If you are aware of any friends, other Rats supporters or colleagues that might be 



   

 

interested in joining the FOWRF, please let us know or have them contact one of the FOWRF 
committee.  
 
Contacts 
If you have questions about this newsletter or the operation of the FOWRF, please do not 
hesitate to contact any of the FOWRF Directors: 
 

Stephen Crawford  John Heffernan   Paul Schober 
Stephen Doyle   Brendan Paddison  Bob Buckingham 

 
Keep an eye on the FOWRF website for news and updates: www.friendsofwarringah.com. Look 
forward to seeing you at Rat Park in 2022!!! 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

    
    
STEPHEN CRAWFORD   BRENDAN PADDISON 
Chairman     Secretary 
Friends of Warringah Rugby Foundation  Friends of Warringah Rugby Foundation 
0419 798 056     0419 693 848 


